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THE WORLD A MISSIONARY FIELD. 


ROMAN CATHOLIC COUNTRIES: OR THE ROMAN CATHOLIC POPULATION OF OUR WORLD 
SCATTERED ABROAD EVERY WHERE AS FURNISHING A MISSIONARY FIELD.* 


“T am debtor both to the Greeks and to the Barbarians; both to the wise and the 
unwise. So as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the Gospel to you that are at 
Rome also.” —Rom. 1: 14, 15. 


It has often been said, in reference to Christian missions: “ The 
field is the world.” The thought here embodied, when connected 
with such an enterprise, is a sublime one; and this presentation of 
it can not fail to awaken a thrilling interest in the heart of any one 


* Preached before the American and Foreign Christian Union, in the Thirteenth Stree 
Presbyterian Church, (Rev. Dr. Burchard,) Sunday evening, May 8, 1859. 
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who believes that Jesus Christ is to have “ the heathen for his in- 
heritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for his possession.” 
There is something in the term world which fills the mind. It is 
not a province, a kingdom, an empire, a continent, but “ the great 
globe itself, yea, all which it inherit.” And then this vast field, 
covering the surface of the magnificent, floating ball where we now 
stand and act, is to be brought under Christian culture. And the 
blessed transformation “ will make her wilderness like Eden, and 
her desert like the garden of the Lord.” 

Or, to change the symbol, and present the world in another 
aspect, this field of moral conflict, where lawless and bitter pas- 
sions now run wild and war upon man and upon God, shall be 
sweetly and fully subdued by the powers of light and love—a con- 
quest achieved without blood or carnage ; and that subjected world 
shall roll on its successive, millennial years, serving God and re- 
flecting his glory, till the end shall come. In all this, we havea 
picture of the moral sublime. We can see it. Faith and imagina- 
tion may stand and gaze in mute devotion and love upon it, and 
wait, in the patience of hope, for its jubilant approach. The good 
time is coming. 

But in the presentation of this missionary field, the world, our 
conceptions have often been, if not erroneous, at least defective. 
What has the Church of Christ been looking at for these last fifty 
years, as her field of missionary effort? I mean, the world to be 
cultivated or subdued? It has been graphically presented to us 
in two great continents—the one furnishing the home, and the 
other the foreign, field. The Christian has often wept as he has 
gazed upon each of these. Of the eleven hundred and fifty mil- 
lions who people this vast field, the world, six hundred and 
seventy-six millions are pagans, “having no hope, and without 
God in the world.” And can the blood-washed Church stand still, 
and look on and see these millions perish ? It can not be. Every 
effort for their illumination, and their rescue from endless death, 
must receive the sympathy and support of every friend of Christ. 

And the home department, is that less important? Can the 
Church of God forget her altar, her country, her kindred? Look 
at this field as attached to our own land. Our sons and daughters 
are floating on with the tide of Western emigration, and we must 
send the Gospel with them, or they will break away from the old 
home influences, and drift down the strong current of those evils 
which are incident to emigration and a settlement in a new coun- 
try—and be lost ! 

These two departments have formed our missionary field ; and 
we have had our eye on these exclusively when we have said: 
“The field is the world.” We have seen nothing else. There is 
an emphasis, however, in our oft-repeated maxim, “ The field is 
the world,” which has not been generally felt. ‘‘ The field zs the 
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world.” I mean to say, “The field is THE WORLD.” Here lies the 
emphasis—THE WORLD. Not a part of it, but the whole of it. 
And the spiritual world has three continents instead of the two 
which the Church has been exploring. The third, as a portion of 
the missionary field, is but just discovered by Christians. True, 
it has existed for centuries, but it has only now come up before 
the eye of faith, as our continent seemed to emerge from the 
depths of the ocean before the eyes of Columbus when he made 
his first western voyage across the Atlantic. I need not tell you 
that I refer to Roman Catholic countries as a field of missionary 
effort. This field is large and populous. It stands next to the 
heathen in point of numbers, and no portion of our lost world 
needs the Gospel more than the dwellers in this vale of death. 

RomMAN CATHOLIC COUNTRIES, OR THE ROMAN CATHOLIC POPU- 
LATION OF OUR WORLD, SCATTERED ABROAD EVERY WHERE, AS 
FURNISHING A MISSIONARY FIELD. 

This is my present subject. 

You will keep in mind—a missionary field. 


I. This people need the Gospel. 

Such a necessity must lie at the basis of every missionary enter- 
prise. If a people have the Gospel im its purity and power, as 
many well-regulated Christian communities have; or if their physi- 
cal and religious condition would receive damage rather than 
benefit from the Gospel, as infidels have often affirmed of the 
heathen ; or if it were a foregone conclusion from the purpose of 
God or the nature and condition of man, that the Gospel has no 
power to effect any salutary changes, then Christian missions 
would be a thankless gratuity, if not a bald absurdity, uncalled 
for and injurious. They would bring in their train, not favors, 
but inflictions. Neither of these things can be affirmed of Roman 
Catholics who fill so large a space in the population of our world. 

Romanists have not the Gospel. I make no apology for the 
utterance of this plain truth. But it must not rest on mere asser- 
tion. It need not. Proofs, unnumbered and accumulative, cluster 
allaround us. All we need is an eye and an ear, and an ordinary 
understanding, and an honest heart, to perceive that the system 
administered in the papal organization is not the Gospel taught by 
Jesus Christ and his Apostles, and embodied in the New Testa- 
ment for man’s salvation. The two systems have few kindred ele- 
ments, Open the volume I have named, and what do you find 
there? An intelligent revelation of the Infinite mind to the 
finite. The object is salvation. Man is a sinner, and must be 
recovered or lost. Our world is a fallen world, and must be won 
back from its apostasy, and its affections be rebound in allegiance 
to the throne of God, or swing off still farther from this central 
influence without any hope of a future return. 
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I will not say that the Gospel reveals the fact that man is a sin- 
ner. That had been known for ages. The consciousness of every 
human being had revealed it. The page of universal history, 
sacred and profane, had confirmed that inward witness. The 
moral government of God had reiterated the sad tale in lightning 
flashes and in thunder tones. The Bible, all over its solemn 
pages, had written, as with a pen of flames, the story of man’s 
apostasy and his impending doom. The Gospel takes these facts 
for granted, and presents a remedy. ‘God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in - 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” The scheme 
was the product of the love of God. It is executed by his co- 
equal Son. He is the only mediator between God and man. He 
has magnified the law, and made it honorable; and in his blood 
is our only hope. Faith in his atoning sacrifice can justify the 
sinner; and nothing else can do it. 

The Gospel presents this salvation to guilty, dying man. It is 
urged upon him as an intelligent moral agent. As such he sinned, 
and as such he must be saved, if saved at all. He must embrace 
the offer of life personally—for himself—or he must perish. And 
this he does when he becomes a child of God and an heir of hea- 
ven, under the. motives which the Bible presents and the Holy 
Spirit renders effectual. It is a rational administration in the 
hands of God. Truth and grace are the grand agencies. There 
are no mummeries here—no legerdemain—no sacerdotal absolu- 
tions—no daily sacrifice of Christ—no hosts of male and female 
intercessors. Mind and thought are in it all. It is worthy of 
God, and adapted to man. 

The papal community, and especially in countries where they 
have things in their own way, have no such Gospel as this. Shreds 
and patches of it they may have, but this is all. In Protestant 
countries, where light shines in direct radiations from the Scrip- 
tures, and is then reflected in every direction by a thousand living 
lights—where thought grapples with thought, and mind is con- 
fronted by mind, a shrewd political policy, which the Jesuit in- 
stinct—however diversified the other characteristics may be—never 
lacks, wears another face. It is almost religious—it is semi-evan- 
gelical. Its true features are masked, and that in public, rather 
than in private. The vail or covering can be thrown off, and is, 
when the time has come for a true development. When John 
saw one of the apocalyptic beasts “coming up out of the earth,” 
he appeared, even as to his two horns, “like a lamb ;” but when 
he opened his mouth, ‘‘he spake as a dragon.” The real and the 
apparent of Romanism are often very dissimilar to each other. 
Satan is sometimes an angel of light. 

The system administered in that politico-religious corporation ° 
may be characterized in the language of Paul to the Galatians, as 
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“another Gospel ; which is not another.” It claims to be the Gos- 
pel, but it has so little affinity to the system revealed by Christ, 
that it should not be considered a Gospel in any sense whatever. 
It is a scheme, made, not to save men, but to govern them. And 
it has accomplished its mission. What has the papal hierarchy, 
from his Holiness down to the most common and uncultivated 

riest, done to preach the Gospel, and “turn men from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan unto God”? Preaching is 
not their vocation. And if their mummeries can save souls, then 
miracles will never cease. If their auricular confessions—and 

enances—and ghostly absolutions—and the muttering of holy 

atin—and the offering up of a man-created wafer-god—and pur- 
gatorial fires stolen from the altar of heathen poets—and the inter- 
cession of a multitude of saints, male and female, which no man 
can number—and fasts and feasts, and other holidays, which have 
usurped nearly half the time which God has appointed for honest 
labor—and the late investiture of Mary with powers all but 
supreme in matters of salvation—and the use of charms—and re- 
ligious homage paid to images, and old bones, and holy garments, 
and other relics—and extreme unction—and prayers for the dead— 
and the purchase and release of souls out of purgatory, are God’s 
appointed symbols for setting forth his truth and the way of salva- 
tion, then the New Testament is a needless gratuity—a thankless 
obtrusion upon our world. It stands directly in the way of re- 
demption. It obstructs man’s return to God. 

That this system is not the Gospel, may be seen from its fruits. 
But in order to bring the matter to a fair and honest test, we must 
take Romanism on its own ground; we must look at it where it 
has held an undisputed scepter, and pursued an unobstructed 
eareer. This can easily be done. Either hemisphere can furnish 
the needed illustrations. 

Unroll, then, the map of Europe beneath your eye, and visit, 
in rapid thought, her various nations. You no sooner cross the 
line which separates a Protestant from a Papal country, and pass 
from the former into the latter, than you find yourself at least half- 
way on your journey towards paganism. You are in a land of 
idols, Not only the churches, but the cities and the rural districts 
are filled with these abominations. Mary is the grand object of 
homage. Her images, large as life, are seen at the corners of the 
Streets, and in inclosures by the way-side. And it may be affirmed 
without figure and without coloring, that she is the great goddess 
of Romanism. ‘“ Diana of the Ephesians” was not held in higher 
veneration among her ancient devotees than she among the Papists. 
She is more frequently the object of prayer and praise than God 
himself. Indeed, in the conceptions of the ordinary papal mind, 
neither the Father, nor the Son, nor the Holy Spirit, seems to 
have much to do with the salvation of man, only so far as each of 
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the Persons of the Godhead may be inclined or compelled to act 
by the intervention of the holy Mother. She is the great motive 
power. 

But turning from the religious rites of the Roman Catholics, as 
they exist every where, and which are framed on any other model 
than that of the Gospel, let us examine some other tests, which to 
most minds are more palpable, and not less in point. What are 
the ordinary products of the papal system, wherever it has had a 
field for a fair and full development? As unlike the fruits of a 
pure Gospel as the tares in the parable are unlike the wheat. 

Papal countries have no Christian Sabbath. And this is the 
condition of their people every where. Certain religious rites and 
ordinances are performed on the first day of the week, but soon 
dispatched, and the remainder of that time which God challenges 
for himself and the interests of the soul, is given, without restraint, 
to amusements which are always secular, and often debasing and 
vicious. The infallible priesthood mingle in the revelries. In 
Mexico, and in Central and South-America, sports of every name, 
scenic representations, gambling, bull-baiting, cock-fighting, dane- 
ing, drinking, and profligacy, fill up the day and evening, after a 
quick-said mass in the morning; and the priest often lays aside 
all that is holy about him—his consecrated garments—and issues 
forth from the altar with the implements, or agents of gaming 
under his arm or his mantle, and soon distinguishes himself as the 
ringleader in every scarlet abomination. There is no fancy in this 
description. It is simple truth, only the half is not told you. I 
have indulged in no exaggeration; I have imparted no decora- 
tions ; I have infused no artistic coloring. 

Look for a moment at other fruits of this system. As to indus- 
try, neatness, and material prosperity, they have never been the 
growth of the Romish faith. The education of the masses has 
ever been frowned upon and resisted ; and consequently a large 

roportion of her subjects can neither read nor write. It is so in 

reland and in Italy ; it is so among the millions of Roman Catho- 
lics in this country, with all its facilities for light and instruction ; 
and it is so in your own city. The fault is not in the genius or the 
native taste, or the distinctive characteristics of the people, but in 
the system itself, as enforced, for purposes of their own, by a 
domineering priesthood. It is by this blighting influence that the 
papal world have not the Gospel ; and yet they deeply need it. If 
it is desirable that millions on millions of our race should be re- 
claimed from indolence, filthiness, and squalid beggary; if it isa 
work of mercy to redeem man from ignorance and stolidity, and 
irradiate ‘the human face divine” with the bright beamings of in- 
telligence ; if “the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Jesus Christ” is indispensable to the saving of the soul, 
then Roman Catholics need the Gospel. 
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II. This missionary field is a large one. 

We have seen its appalling wants. A spiritual blight has fallen 
upon it, and sterility and death meet us through all its borders. 
And this field is not crowded into a little obscure and unexplored 
corner of our world, but it spreads all around us, and stretches out 
in long perspective before us, and literally encompasses the earth. 
We may form some just conceptions of its magnitude if we look 
at a few facts in relation to the inhabitants of our globe. The last 
statistical tables assign to the heathen six hundred and seventy-six 
millions—considerably more than one half of the human race now 
living. This is an immense, dreary, cheerless waste to be reclaimed, 
cultured, beautified. The sight, as it now meets us, is almost ap- 
palling. The Church of Christ for ages, and more especially for 
the last half-century, has shed bitter tears, and uttered deep and 
affecting groans, and lifted up to heaven many importunate 
prayers, in view of her responsibilities to this portion of our sin- 
stricken world! I look on this field, dark as Egypt, and fearful 
as the shadow of death, and say: “If I forget thee, let my right 
hand forget her cunning. If I do not remember thee, let my 
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth.” 

Protestant Christendom numbers about ninety millions. One 
half of these may be considered so well supplied with the Gospel” 
and the means of grace, as to be removed from the missionary 
field. We have then about forty-five millions, constituting the 
various Home Missionary fields of Protestant countries. A por- 
tion of this territory, and a most precious one, is ours to cultivate. 
The enlightened Christian, who loves his own hearth-stone and 
domestic altar, his country, and the kingdom of Christ, is em- 
barked, of course, by a kind of spontaneity, by a deep moral 
necessity, in the work of home evangelization. 

But between these two fields—one lying on the margin of the 
dark ocean of death, with its six hundred and seventy-six millions 
of souls on their rapid march to the final judgment, and the other 
_ under our own eye, and the eye of other Protestant nations, and 
ever making a strong appeal to every home affection, there is still 
a third missionary field, containing one hundred and seventy mil- 
lions, nearly double the number of all the nominal Protestants in 
Christendom, and a little less than four times as many as people . 
the waste places and the missionary outskirts of anti-papal lands. 
And all these millions need the Gospel in the same sense that the 
pagans do—and for the same reasons. They have no Gospel 
ministry, with its intelligent and its meliorating influence. Asa 
general fact, they have no Bible. The masses have never heard 
of such a book. They have no where in operation—and they 
never can have, under their policy—a system of popular educa- 
tion which may reach and lees all—one whose purpose or aim 
shall be the universal diffusion of light and intelligence—one 





i 


a 


140 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 





whose heart is fixed on the future and indefinite progress of the 
race under the auspices of Christ and his Gospel. 

One hundred and seventy millions of human beings, nearly six 
times as many as the whole population of our country, is an affect- 
ing spectacle; and their unfitness to meet the opening scenes of 
eternity, must be felt by all Christians who have deeply studied 
the subject. I need not enumerate the territories of our globe 
where this corrupt form of Christianity has planted its institutions 
and established its dogmas, and oppressed the inhabitants, and 
blighted the very soil on which they tread. They embrace some 
of the fairest, and, by nature, the most fertile portions of Europe; 
and the same may be said of the southern parts of our own con- 
tinent. The geographical boundaries of the papal empire are im- 
mense—I mean including those states and kingdoms which are 
under the special control of this spiritual power. But even this 
view does not place the field of Christian effort which I am endea- 
voring to describe, fully, in all its length and breadth and import- 
ance, before you. The Romish element is ubiquitous. It pervades 
all lands. Both Protestant and heathen countries feel its presence 
and its power. In this sense the Roman Catholic field spreads 
over most of the world, for her people are found in every part of 
it; and they all need pure Gospel institutions. Here, then, is a 
territory large enough, and populous enough, and needy enough, 
to fill the eye, and move the heart, and fire the zeal of any 
Christian hero. “The harvest truly is great”—if it is indeed ever 
to be reaped—“ and the laborers are few.” 


III. This field is open and accessible. 

To settle this point is quite material in this discussion. We 
have made but little progress, and established nothing effectually 
as to our obligations, till this fact is clearly evinced. Any portion 
of our world may be spiritually destitute, may grope in darkness 
deep as midnight; may be the sure prey of every evil that can 
buffet poor fallen humanity ; and yet, if the people are environed 
and hedged around by impassible barriers, Christian benevolence 
is not called to the rescue, for no work is prepared, and nothing 
can be done. A generous heart may sit re weep, but the tongue 


_ is tied, the hands are chained. And the greater the numbers who 


are in this condition, the darker and sadder the picture which 
meets our vision. 

If the Roman Catholic population can not be reached by the 
written word and a pure Gospel, then their deep spiritual necessi- 
ties, and their teeming millions, might be multiplied a hundred 
fold, and still no obligation would rest on the Church of God to 
adopt measures for their relief. If their doom is sealed, it 
matters not whether by their own voluntary act, or the purpose 
of God—and_this fact is fully established—then effort is out of the 
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question. Many Protestants seem to have adopted this theory ; 
and many, too, who are aware both of their destitution and their 
numbers. It is often said, and not by the ignorant and the 
thoughtless: ‘‘ The true policy is, to let the Romanists alone, for 
you can do nothing for them.” If this be an established fact, it 
should be known, that Christian benevolence may be wisely di- 
rected, and that the evangelical energies of Christendom may not 
be expended on a romantic and utopian scheme, which must 

rove a failure. Butif the above remark isa gratuitous assertion, 
without one principle of divine revelation, or one well-authenti- 
cated fact for its support, then we should know it, for practical 
uses. Clear light is necessary to intelligent action. 

Itis readily granted that there has been too much reason for the 
conclusion I have noticed above. Many and formidable barriers 
have obstructed Christian action for the conversion of Romanists. 
But to give up such a work as hopeless, and certainly without 
many and well-directed attempts for its accomplishment,-would 
involve consequences of a far more serious nature, and in more 
direct conflict with the great designs of God, than many suppose. 
There is a sort of infidelity in it. 

If our world is to be a converted world, it would seem to be im- 
probable, upon the very face of it, that the entire Romish popula- 
tion—more than oneseventh part of the whole human race—should 
be entirely passed by in this purposed transformation. And the 
improbability of such an issue is increased when we consider their 
material resources, their advances in civilization and the arts of 
life, and the amazing moral power they might and would exert 
upon the final triumphs of Christ on earth, and the ultimate desti- 
nies of men, if they were to desert the standard of the great 
usurper, and wheel into the ranks of the Son of God, and march 
under his banner to victory. 

Besides, we are to remember that all false religions are strongly 
fortified against the aggressions of truth. There is a subtilty in 
error, and especially when it falls in with the strong current of 
human nature, which often baffles all ordinary assaults. There 
are bad spirits that go not out “ but by prayer and fasting.” Many 
systems of paganism have an ingenuity, a philosophy, an origin- 
ality of invention, a depth of contrivance, a subtilty in their ulte- 
rior designs, which require all the well-trained powers of the 
Christian missionary to meet and assail with success. And so we 
might expect to find it in that scheme of religion which a pro- 
found thinker has pronounced “ Satan’s master-piece.” To erect 
a system of idolatry on the Bible, which shall fill the very same 
niche in the heart of depraved humanity which had been occupied 
by the old pagan gods, male and female, thus making conversion 
easy, and in many cases requiring little else than the exchange of 
one set of images for another, and in some instances the whole 












142 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 





change consisting in the name, and not the identity of the idol, has 
a sublimity of wickedness in it which is truly overwhelming to the 
mind; and we may be assured that the genius which conceived 
the thought, and the vigilance which nursed it, and the versatility 
of — superhuman—which reared it up to manhood, 
and led it forward to perfection, would guard it, with sleepless 
care, ‘‘as the apple of the eye.” And this is the historic record 
of the Roman heresy. 

But speculation out of the question. We have facts before us 
to show that the papal world is open to evangelical laborers. Not 
perhaps now in the same emphatic sense in which the same thing 
may be affirmed of most portions of the heathen world. And the 
reason may aga be found in facts which belong not to them 
but to us. How has it come to pass that the door of access to the 
heathen is wide open the world over? <A few years ago, since I 
have mingled with men on the active stage, no such thing was 
known. ‘There was hardly a foot of pagan soil where the devoted 
missionary might plant the cross, and tell the tale of its agonies 
and its triumphs. These doors began to move on their old cor- 
roded hinges, just as soon as “the sacramental host of God’s elect” 
began their aggressive march upon an unconverted world. God’s 
finger touched the secret spring, and they opened to be closed no 
more. And the inquiry now is, not for harvest fields, but for 
reapers. It was not when Paul was at Jerusalem or Damascus, 
but at TRoAs, on the borders of a narrow sheet of water, opposite 
to Philippi, that ‘a man of Macedonia stood before him in a 
vision of the night,’ and prayed him, saying: ‘Come over into 
Macedonia and help us.” He was out on his mission of life, and 
the door opened when he was near at hand to enter it. This is 
God’s method with his servants. Of what avail or significance are 
open doors, if there are no agents to enter in and occupy ? 

I might speak, not only of doors opened, but of fields occupied, 
and of sheaves, if not of harvests, gathered in. But this is no part 
of my object. France, in the midst of persecutions from the 
priesthood and government officials, is gradually admitting the 
true light. The Spanish race on this continent, under the papal 
system, have nearly accomplished their mission ; and their moral, 
religious, and industrial state is hopeless beyond resuscitation. 
The imbecilities of old age are upon their descendants here, and 
they can never be rejuvenated. Mexico, the inhabitants of the 
Isthmus, New-Grenada, and the States both on the Atlantic and 
the Pacific coasts, will, in a future day, not far distant, deliver 
over their foreign commerce, their home business, and their rich 
internal resources, yet undeveloped, into the hands of others more 
industrious and enterprising. These will be Protestants, and 
probably of the Anglo-Saxon and the Anglo-American races. In 
some of these vast realms, and especially in New-Granada, “The 
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fields are already white unto the harvest.” Here the profligacy of 
the priesthood could be tolerated no longer, and the revolution 
placed them on a common footing with other men. All religions 
rest on the same basis. 


IV. This field has been greatly neglected. 

I have before intimated, that the eye of faith has but just now 
opened upon it, as an arena of Christian effort and enterprise. 
However strange this fact may appear, at its first discovery or an- 
nouncement, it may be easily accounted for. Different motives 
have had their influence upon minds of different structures, and 
of various habits of thought and action. 

Many Protestants—men of evangelical sentiments, and some, no 
doubt, of real piety—look upon the Roman Catholic communion 
as in quite a favorable condition, as to spiritual state and pro- 
spects, just as we now find them. They are in deep error, it is 
true, but it may not be radical and fatal. Considering their ignor- 
ance, and especially, their want of religious light, they may be as 
likely to find their way to heaven as other classes of religionists. 
And then they are sincere, and apparently devout, and quite 
sure that theirs is the only true Church of God. Their condition 
is an apology for their sins; and while their teachers and lessons 
are all wrong, the great mass of the people may be quite correct 
and safe. 

I am truly sorry to attribute such a train of reasoning, or rather 
gratuituous assumption of doubtful points, to any Protestants in 
an enlightened age and country, but we meet with these things 
almost every day ; and to expose their fallacy is simply an ordinary 
Christian duty. Too many among us have studied neither the 
genius, nor the practical working of Romanism. One memorable 
prayer uttered by Jesus Christ would scatter these vain specula- 
tions to the winds. ‘ Sanctify them through thy truth ; thy word 
is truth.” 

Others make a different mistake, but the result is practically 
the same. Under its influence the energies of Christian benevo- 
lence are paralyzed. Papal countries and the papal community 
are not to be converted. They are given up to “strong delu- 
sion to believe a lie.” Prophecy is against us. They are exclud- 
ed by the revealed purpose of God from the ordinary efforts of 
Christian love for their recovery; and submission to the divine 
will should enforce upon us silence and inaction. As this apology 
for the neglect of Roman Catholics in the missionary enterprises of 
our day, and of times past, professes to be based upon the Scrip- 
tures, 1t deserves a more critical examination. 

The position to which I refer is this. The Roman Catholics 
constitute a corrupt and repudiated Church—not “the bride, the 
Lamb’s wife,” but ‘‘THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINA- 
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TIONS;” and she is to be destroyed, and not converted. This is 
no doubt true, so far as the system and its outward administra- 
tions are concerned. The anti-Christian organization making up 
the body and soul of the Papal Church, will be swept away—it 
will be utterly exterminated, “root and branch.” Without such 
an event our world could never hail the millennial morning. But 
the people—the one hundred and seventy millions—are not all 
doomed. The fabric will crumble and perish. It is constructed 
of bad materials—“ wood, hay, stubble.” It will disappear amid 
coming revolutions, There is a heaven-indited song—the tongue 
of prophecy has long since recited it from the throne—‘ Babylon 
the great is fallen, is fallen.” And the funereal wail shall be taken 
up by the kings of the earth “who have been corrupted by her.” 
* Alas! alas! that great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one 
hour is thy judgment come.” A converted pope would be some- 
thing more than an ordinary miracle. A pious and godly cardinal 
would be an angel among bad spirits, in a wicked place. 

The purpose of God in relation to the papal power, at least as 
to the grand outlines, is predicted in the Scriptures. The ‘ Man of 
sin shall be revealed, the son of perdition ;” he that “ opposeth and 
exalteth himself above all that is called God;” he that, “as God, 
sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God,” 
shall ‘‘ be taken out of the way ;” “ whom the Lord shall consume 
with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness 
of his coming.” But before this final catastrophe, involving the 
annihilation of this strange and mysterious power, falsely called 
Christian, but truly anti-Christian or pagan, shall arrive, multitudes 
of her oppressed and deluded subjects shall feel the cheering in- 
fluence of a pure Gospel, and experience its subduing and trans- 
forming grace, to an extent which shall be measured only by the 
abounding mercy of God. This theory of interpretation respect- 
ing the fall of Babylon and the rescue of a portion of her subjects, 
is strongly corroborated by the very prophecy which tells us of 
this coming judgment. Mercy is mingled in the bitter cup. 

The presentation of the apocalyptic vision is truly graphic. 
John saw an “angel come down from heaven, having great 
power; and the earth was lightened by his glory.” This angel 
was Christ. ‘“ And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, 
Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation 
of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every 
unclean and hateful bird.” And to this announcement he adds: 
“And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of 
her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye 
receive not of her plagues.” This angel’s voice has been heard, and 
will continue to be heard, and the responses shall become more 


and more joyous, till the full harvest from this field shall be gath- 
ered in. 
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I have said, that the Roman Catholics have been greatly neg- 
lected. This missionary field has but just begun to attract 
the eye of the Church. While the pagan nations have found a 

lace in almost every prayer, and the home field has fixed the eye 

ardly less intensely of the patriot than of the Christian, the one 
hundred and seventy millions of Rome have hardly touched a chord 
of sympathy in the heart of the Church. But the star of hope has 
arisen On a new portion of our dark world. A brighter day has 
actually dawned. ‘There are men whose hearts God has touched ; 
and with small means, but with determined purpose, they intend, 
God assisting, to do the people good. They have looked over all 
lands, and they have dropped a tear of commiseration on each ; and 
can now exclaim with Paul: ‘ We are debtors both to the Greeks 
and to the barbarians; both to the wise and to the unwise. So as 
much as in us is, we are ready to preach the gospel to you that are 
at Rome also.” It may bea field sometimes difficult of access, 
and hard of culture when reached, and requiring much patience 
and self-denial in maturing a harvest; but the time has come to 
break up the fallow ground, and put in the seed-corn. We need 
not stop to “observe the wind,” or “regard the clouds.” Sucha 
course might forestall the wished-for event. We should never 
“reap,” under such a policy. 

There are great crises in the doings of God, and in his moral 
government, which may be traced through the whole history of 
redemption. Some great thought fills the heart of the Church, 
and, under its inspiration, the cause of God goes forth in some 
new direction, or with accelerated progress, and gains an influence 
which it never loses. I could give examples, in extenso, if time 
would permit. Take a few only. When John the Baptizer came, 
and preached repentance, a deep impression was made upon the 
national mind. The absorbing thought was, Christ among you! 
John was the herald-star of the opening day. God was in the 
great thought he kept before the mind; and wonders were ac- 
complished; and, at the close of a long day of darkness—since 
the prophets fell asleep—the last sun of the old dispensation 
went down in glory on the world. God had revived his work. 

The day of Pentecost opened a fresh page in redemption. The 
apostles here learned a new lesson: that, under the administra- 
tion of the Spirit, the preaching of the Gospel could bring men, at 
once, and in large numbers, and in rapid succession, into the king- 
dom of God. Under this impression, they set about the work of 
converting the world in good earnest. But their world was Judea, 
and the outposts of the Hebrew tribes, scattered through the hea- 
then nations. It required the splendid vision of Joppa to con- 
vince Peter that it was lawful to offer salvation to any one but a 
Jew. And yet Peter had in his hand a commission to “ preach 
the Gospel to every creature.” The other apostles, at length, 
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and rather reluctantly, adopted the convictions of Peter. Thus it 
is, that practical truth is unfolded only page by page. 

A half-century since, evangelical Christendom was profoundly 
asleep over the dark nations of paganism. Lcclesiastics were urg- 
ing their exclusive claims to the true apostolic succession; but 
the apostolic commission was a dead letter in the hand and the 
heart of the Church. A few little incidents—trifling in them- 
selves—turned the thoughts and prayers of good men in a new 
direction, till now there is no enterprise before the Church 
or the world which is more sublime in purpose, or more magnifi- 
cent in execution, than the design of converting six hundred and 
seventy-six millions of pagans to Christ. Or the home missionary 
scheme. I saw the infant in its cradle—its bright eyes wide open 
on the benignant heavens; and now who does not admire the 
greatness of this youthful giant? These were all new measures, 
in their day, but God was in them. 

And here I must speak of a younger-born of providence in the 
brotherhood of Christian action. It is only within a few years 
that distinct and systematic efforts have been adopted for instruct- 
ing and saving Roman Catholics; and even then faintly and feebly. 
This had become an almost exploded thought since the days of the 
reformation. It had nearly died out in the heart of the Church. 
We have great confidence that God is in this recent movement, 
and while we do not expect that our cause will be the favorite 
Joseph in the brotherhood of well-doing, yet it is our “little Ben- 
jamin,” and we should rejoice to see ‘‘ BENJAMIN’S MESS” impart- 
ed to it from the gratuities of the Church of God. 


V. The relations of this subject to the world’s conversion. 

In adopting a theory for the interpretation of the word or pro- 
vidences of God, we should not be satisfied—as system-makers 
often are—with seeing our way into it, but we should be able to 
see our way out of it. A successful retreat is next to a victory. 

What then is to become of papal lands, and their people en- 
trenched in every land? Certain it is that the reign of Christ— 


“Foretold by prophets, and by poets sung” — 


can not become triumphant among men, without a signal change in 
the ecclesiastical dynasty of which Rome is the center. Leave out 
papal countries and their adherents throughout all the world, and 
Christ is not the universal king. The illimitable scepter and the 
crown of all nations, are not his. His conquest is not complete, 
his coronal does not shine with all its promised stars. Papal na- 
tions, among others, must be considered as included in the pro- 
mises made to Christ. True it is, that our world can never be a 
converted world, while the one hundred and seventy millions of 
papists are excluded from the fold of God. Is there to be no mil- 
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lennial jubilee in France, and Belgium, and Austria? Is no ray 
of heavenly light to beam on papal Switzerland, and papal Ger- 
many, and the once far-famed, but now degenerate Italian States? 
Is there no hope for Mexico, and Cuba, and the Central and South- 
American empires? Shall the Gospel be pronounced a failure, in 
respect to all these, according to the second advent theory, and 
shall they be utterly exterminated? This is a cheap and easy 
method of converting men, and well adapted to the taste of faith- 
less and lazy Christians. Or shall they be left to reform and 
Christianize themselves? Infallibility can not cliange for the 
better. 

It is true that Rome has her changes, but they are always from 
bad to worse. The new dogma of the immaculate conception, to 
an intelligent mind, would appear too absurd to command the 
assent even of the most ignorant and credulous of the papal com- 
munion. But there is a policy, at once far-sighted and subtle, 
which underlies this movement, that is well understood by the 
Pope and other dignitaries of that Church. It is designed, not to 
conciliate Protestants, but to fortify themselves against external 
encroachments—to make the great gulf between them and Bible 
Christians, broader and deeper than heretofore—to establish a 
system of idolatry, in the form of woman-worship, which shall 
render their subjects unapproachable, if may be, by evangelical 
truth. And in reaching forward to this end, they have sanctioned 
their new-born dogma without a due regard to one of their old . 
festivals—I mean the purification of the blessed Virgin—for how 
can that be purified which was “immaculate” from the beginning ? 
But consistency is a jewel not much coveted or sought after by 
Romish ecclesiastics—whether pope or common priest. 

But my business now is with the relations of Roman Catholics— 
converted and unconverted—with the final triumphs of the Gospel 
among men. Or the relations of this cause with other aggressive 
movements upon the kingdom of darkness. These relations have 
not been duly appreciated. I will not exalt this agency above all 
others, or any other, but merely say, that it seems to me to bea 
necessary coidjutor in giving the Gospel and its blessed institutions 
to the world. Look into the home field, and what antagonist 
stands more directly in the way of the devoted missionary than 
an intermeddling Romish priest? And you may often complete 
the description by superaddmg two epithets more: profane and in- 
temperate! ‘We speak that we do know, and testify that we 
have seen.” The whole influence of such men, is deleterious. Re- 
ligion and morals wither in their grasp. The infidel is far less inju- 
rious to society. He is always the friend of popular education ; 
the Romish priest never! The Mormon elder is not more to be 
dreaded. They both hate the volume of divine love which God 
has given us, with an intensity equally malignant. On the sub- 
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ject of marriage these ecclesiastics hold antagonistic theories; but 
as in other cases, so it happens in this—the extremes often meet, 
I mean in practice. If we would arm the home missionary with 
the largest power of doing good, we must attend to the Romish 
population on his field of Jabor. 

Trace the influence of this system, as it retards the progress of 
every Christian effort to do good in your own city. How is Christ 
to be welcomed to a triumphant throne here, and come and reign 
over these accumulating thousands here, unless something is done 
for Roman Catholics? As a specimen of many things which 
might be said, look at papal influence on three great public inter- 
ests only—education, temperance, and the Sabbath, Who has 
not witnessed the bitter hatred of the Romish priesthood against 
our public schools? If there is any thing else that excites & more 
utter loathing in the bosom of a priest, it is the Bible. Of the 
forty-one thousand eight hundred and ninety-eight children be- 
tween five and fifteen—more than one third of the whole number 
in this city—who can neither read nor write, a large proportion 
are the children of Roman Catholics. And the priesthood love to 
have it so. It is stated on the highest official authority, that of the 
nearly eight thousand places where intoxicating liquors are sold, 
in this city, at least two thirds—five thousand one hundred and 
eighty-six—carry on the traffic on the Sabbath; and these are 
almost invariably kept by aliens or naturalized citizens; and, I 
may add, they are generally the liege subjects of his holiness. 

And the foreign missionary is not less annoyed, nor less imped- 
ed in his work, by the intervention of this semi-heathen power. 
It is an evil angel that is sure to cross his path, on continent or 
island, wherever the herald of truth begins to instruct the benight- 
ed in the way of life. And the papal emissary is sure to sympa- 
thize with idolaters, or any other corrupt form of religion, in op- 

osing the doctrine of salvation by the blood and intercession of 

hrist alone. Among the more degraded of pagans, conversion is 
a mere matter of outward form, without one heaven-born thought 
in it. Baptism is regeneration. In India, and especially among 
the lower castes, the old, dingy, ugly idol is displaced by the 
gilded crucifix, and the latter occupies the same place the former 
once did; and in South-America, the less than half-civilized Indi- 
ans join with wild fanatical zeal in public processions on festal 
days; and this is all they know of the Gospel. 

The papacy is a persecuting power wherever it has an unre- 
strained opportunity. Foreign missions have often experienced 
this bitter characteristic. It is only just now that the mission of 
the English Baptists, at Fernando Po, has been broken up by the 
cringing power of Spain, ever ready to do the bidding of his holi- 
ness and the Church. And the mission of the Presbyterian Board 
at Corisco is threatened with a like fate. In this same Catholic 
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Spain, Protestants are not permitted to bury their dead except be- 
low tide-waters, that they may be devoured by dogs, or washed 
away by the surges of the ocean. “UTTER EXTERMINATION” is 
Rome’s euphonious watchword. The British government is the 
only power which has had the manliness to secure for their sub- 
jects a more befitting resting-place, when the turmoil of life is past. 
They have no President to elect once in four years. 

One thought on the power of converted Romanists to aid in the 
great work of subjecting the world to the reign of God among 
men. They form an efficient corps of missionaries, whose activi- 
ties shall hereafter join with others in hastening the jubilee of an 
emancipated earth. There is a spirit in papal lands, which, if 
subjected to Christ, will henceforth achieve wonders for lost human- 
ity. In France the old Huguenot is not dead. His spirit still lives 
there in modern Protestants. The old Roman, too, survives in 
Italy, and walks the streets of the Eternal City, the chains of politi- 
cal tyrants, and the racks and dungeons of the Inquisition to the 
contrary notwithstanding. And in the Green Isle of the ocean, 
there is a tongue of eloquence, which, “like the pen of a ready 
writer,” shall record almost modern miracles achieved for God 
and his Church. Converted ecclesiastics may not always falfill our 
expectations, but when thoroughly and vitally protestantized they 
make noble and efficient co-laborers, It is difficult, it is true, to 
eliminate the Jesuit from the anomalous and artificial structure 
which wears that name, but when this is done, and a heaven- 
created humanity alone is left, with the grace of God superadded, 
the renewed Jesuit may accomplish for the Gospel what the old 
Jesuit did for Romanism, when he explored our long chain of 
northern and western lakes, and our magnificent western and 
south-western rivers. Brethren, if you would sustain the cause of 
missions in the largest sense, and in the most efficient manner, and 
aid in the coming and the earthly coronation of the Son of God, 
then remember “THE AMERICAN AND FOREIGN CHRISTIAN 
Union.” 

But I must close. When I look upon our world, in the process 
of redemption, I see a blessed trinity of agents, aiming at the same 
great wn The foreign missionary has fixed his eye upon the 
pagans, and with his heart on heaven he has gone about his work. 
Another laborer is cultivating the home vineyard in the same 
spirit. ‘And last, not least,” there is another missionary, whom, 
like Paul, ‘as much as in him is,” you find now “ready to 
. preach the Gospel to them that are at Rome also.” 


“Come then, and added to thy many crowns, 
Receive yet one, the crown of all the earth, 
Thou who alone art worthy.” 


Men of God, brethren in the ministry, mark the emphatic 
11 
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thought—“ the crown of all the earth.” Brethren and sisters in 
Christ Jesus, never forget that the diadem which is to adorn the | 
Saviour’s brow is “the crown of all the earth.” Oh! may he 

come and wear it amid the songs of angels and the shouts and hal. 


lelujahs of a joyous and happy world. ‘“ AMEN. Even so come, 
Lord Jesus.” 





SERMON XIII. 


BY REV. W. W. WOODWORTH, 


PASTOR OF THE FIRST CHURCH IN WATERBURY, CT. 





THE GREAT QUESTION ANSWERED. 


“ Axp they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” —Acts 
16: 31. 


THis, as you know, is the auswer of Paul and Silas to the 
jailer’s anxious question, ‘“‘ What shall I do to be saved?” The 
reply was plain, simple, and effectual. “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.”. The jailer understood the 
direction, and followed it, and the same hour was baptized, and 
rejoiced, believing in God with all his house. May I not suppose 
there are some of you who are revolving the same great question, 
and who will thank me, if I show them, as plainly as I can, the 
way of salvation? To such I have no other answer to give than 
that given by the apostle in the text. What I have now to do is 
simply to expound to you this inspired direction, and try to per- 
suade you to comply with it. The subject which the text presents 
for consideration is saving faith ; and I will ask your attention first 
to the antecedents, secondly, to the object, thirdly, to the exercise, and 
fourthly, to the results, of the faith that saves the soul. 

I. What are the antecedents of saving faith, that is, what pre- 
cedes the act of faith in the experience of the sinner? In the 
jailer, we see great alarm, connected no doubt with the conscious- 
ness of guilt. This did not last long, nor was it needful that it 
should. ‘I'here are times when we think more and to more pur- 
pose in a minute, than we do at other times in whole weeks and 
months. At such times, we catch a glimpse of the soul’s vast 
capacities, and learn by what it can do, how much it is worth sav- 
ing. With the jailer, this was such a moment. It was such a 


* This discourse owes its publication. to the kind suggestion and commendation of 
‘Rev. Dr. Hawes of Hartford, to whose people it was preachéd.—Eb. 
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moment with the convicted sinners on the day of Pentecost, when 
they cried out: ‘Men and brethren, what shall wedo?” A single 
flash of lightning often reveals more to a man’s vision, than he 
could discover in searching whole nights by starlight. 

I do not doubt that there was, previous to this jailer’s faith and 
essential to it, a conviction first of his guilt, secondly of his dan- 
ger, and therefore thirdly of his need of salvation, and of a 
Saviour. It is on the ground of these facts, that the Gospel comes 
to men with offers of pardon and grace; and he who does not 
realize them, as facts in his personal history, can not receive the 
Gospel, for he does not feel his need of the Gospel. But mark; I 
do not say that such a rush of emotion as overwhelmed the jailer 
is essential as an antecedent to faith. We find, in the Bible, and 
in the history of Christian experience, the clearest proof that there 
may be true faith in Jesus where the conviction of guilt and dan- 
ger is by no means so overpowering. In this very chapter, we 
have an account of the conversion of Lydia, whose heart, it is said, 
the Lord opened that she attended to the things which were spoken. 
All in this case seems to have been as gentle as in the jailer’s case 
it was violent and rapid. If the soul is ¢ruly convinced that it is 
a sinner, justly condemned for its sins, lost unless it obtains mercy 
through Christ, it needs wait for nothing more. Why should it 
wait? It knows its disease, that it is fast hastening towards death, 
that for this disease there is but one remedy. Why, then, does it 
not receive this one remedy which has been so freely provided, 
and is so freely offered? Does it wish to feel more of the pangs 
of disease? Does it covet more of the miseries of sin? Does it 
want to experience the premonitions of divine wrath, till it is 
driven by sheer anguish and terror to Christ? Let it beware lest 
it be seeking conviction, for the purpose of gaining something to 
recommend it to God, something that it may trust in rather than 
Christ. Christ has no where said that he will not receive sinners, 
unless their convictions have reached a certain degree of intensity. 
The question is not how deeply you are convinced, but whether you 
are really so—whether you know and feel yourself to be a lost sin- 
ner, needing a Saviour. If you do, nothing else is necessary to 
prepare the way for your receiving the offers of the Gospel. You 
may come this instant, and partake of life, through Christ, your 
Saviour. 

II. Let us look at the object of faith. ‘‘ Believe,” says Paul, 
“in the Lord Jesus Christ.” Christ then is the object of faith. 
We suppose the sinner to be convinced that he is a sinner, and of 
all those tremendous facts respecting guilt and condemnation, 
which are involved in this one terrible fact. We suppose him 
seeking relief from the miseries of a troubled conscience, from the 
curse of the law, from the. power of sin which reigneth in him, 
and the wrath of God wah abideth on him. Meeting him in 
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this condition, we direct him to Christ—to his power to save, and 
his willingness to save, and his right to save. We say to this 
sinner: “ Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of 
the world. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, trust in him, and 
him alone, in his wisdom and power and love, in what he has done, 
is doing, and is willing yet to do, for pardon and eternal life.” 

I wish you specially to note what I am now saying, that Christ, 
and Christ only, — | Christ alone, is the object of faith. This 
which you are ready to rely on, is nothing within you—no change 
wrought there, either by your own efforts, or by any other agency, 
human or divine. Many, while agitating this subject, are con- 
stantly looking within for some ground of hope, instead of look- 
ing out on the great object of faith set before them in the Gospel. 
“Tf,” says such a one, “I only knew that I had faith, then I would 
believe.” Ah! in what would you then believe —in your 
faith, or in Christ? The command is not, ‘ Believe that you be- 
lieve,” but, “ Believe in Christ.” Besides, how can you have 
faith, but by believing? There is no other conceivable way of 
gaining faith, but this. No change will ever be wrought within 
you which will have any saving tendency, till you look out by 
faith to Christ Jesus, as able and as willing to save you, and till 
you intrust to him your everlasting interests. Cease, then, to ex- 
plore the recesses of your spirits, in search of something there 
which will constitute a ground of hope. You may search there 
forever and find no Saviour there, and nothing that will make you 
more worthy to come to Christ. Cease your vain strugglings, and 
learn the great lesson of trust—trust in Him whom God hath set 
forth to be the propitiation for your sins, who 7s God, manifest in 
the flesh for your salvation. Your position resembles that of those 
whom Christ cured of bodily diseases in the days of his flesh. 
Faith was the condition on which he bestowed these favors, and 
the faith must be exercised before the healing power was exerted. 
Prior to this faith, it was only needful for them to know and feel 
that they wanted his help. Then they were to look to him with 
confidence in his ability and willingness to bless them. Now, if 
one of them had said, “Oh! if I could only feel myself to be get- 
ting well, I would believe in thee,” he would have done just as 
many sinners doin ourdays. “Oh!” they say, ‘if we could only 
feel that our hearts were changed and our sins forgiven, we could 
believe.” But, my friend, you are not called on yet to believe in 
your change of heart, but only in Christ. Your change will come, 
not before your faith, but with your faith. You have positively 
nothing to rely on but Christ; and when you rely on him, you 
will have an experience of his saving power, which will show you 

.that your trust was not in vain. 
III. Let us consider the act of faith. What does the sinner do 
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when he believes in Christ? It is worthy of notice that the Bible, 
while saying much of the necessity, the object, and the effects of 
faith, says very little of its nature. The reason may be because 
the act itself is so simple, so easily understood. When Paul told 
the jailer to believe in Christ, he entered into no explanation of 
the nature of the act which he required. He presumed he should 
be understood, and he was understood. Nor did the jailer stop to 
say, ‘Please explain. Analyze for me the faith which you direct 
me to exercise ;” but he at once believed. Now what was it he 
did then? How can I make this simpler than the words of Scrip- 
ture make it? There is no mystery when we speak of believing, 
or trusting in a fellow-man. Whence then is it, that when we 
speak of faith in Christ, men find it so difficult to understand ? 
There would seem to be some special blindness of the heart here, 
obscuring the vision of the intellect. Let me do what I can to re- 
move this blindness, Faith in Christ then is simply confidence or 
trust in him. It involves assent to the truth as it is Jesus, but it 
is much more than this; it is the confidence of the heart in him, 
and the cordial approval of the way of salvation by him. “ With 
the heart man Selaveth unto righteousness.” Is there in this 
aspect of faith any thing strange, any thing mysterious, any thing 
peculiar to the faith of the Gospel? This element enters into the 
faith which constitutes the bond of union in all the relations of 
life. Is the confidence which binds the family circle together 
simply a cold assent of the intellect which takes no hold on the 
deeper affections and sympathies of the soul? Let us take for 
illustration the closest of all earthly relations, that which the Bible 
frequently employs to illustrate the relation which subsists between 
Christ and the souls that he saves. See this young female. Her 
home till now has been beneath her father’s roof, where she has 
been blessed by the love and the sympathy of parents and brothers 
and sisters. But she is about to leave this home, and to enter upon 
new and untried scenes. The act by which she does this is one of 
astonishing faith. She intrusts herself, her heart, her interests, 
her welfare, her happiness for time, to this young, man whose 
hand she holds; and she will go forth with him into new trials 
and to sustain new responsibilities, and a deep fountain of joy will 
be in her heart as she goes, because she confides in him. This 
confidence is not a mere belief that there is such a man, and that 
he has the qualities which she deems desirable; it is something far 
beyond this, far deeper than this. It is the heart’s deep trust, it 
is the heart’s living faith. Now, as she intrusts her welfare, and 
interests, and happiness to him, so let the sinful soul intrust its in- 
terests for eternity, itself and all that belongs to it, to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. This will be faith—faith which will unite the soul 
to Christ, and insure its salvation. 
Let us view the subject in another light. The sinner, finding 
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himself guilty and lost, utterly unable to save himself, looks about 
for one to do for him what he can not do for himself. While in 
this state of despair, his eye is arrested by the spectacle of one 
who died for him, and rose again for him, and liveth forever to 
intercede for him. He pauses to look at this great spectacle of a 
dying, rising, exalted Christ. This Saviour says: “I died for sinners, 
for you therefore; if you trust in me, I will save you from sin, 
and from its eternal results.” What now is the proper response of 
the sinner to this offer of Jesus? First, doubtless an assent to the 
proposition which he has just heard as true. But this is not all. 
There must be the confidence of the heart—a confidence rooted at 
the very center of the soul’s deepest affections—in the Redeemer 
who stands before him with offers of life. Lis language should 
be: “I trust in thee, and commit to thee all the interests of my 
soul. O Saviour of sinful men! I take thee at thy word, and 
accept of thee, according to thine own offer, as my Saviour.” 
Surely, in this act, then, is nothing which men need find it difficult 
to comprehend. If we could get back to the simplicity of child- 
hood, we should understand it perfectly—so true is it that, in order 
to enter the kingdom of heaven, we must become as little children, 
and trust as they trust. ° 

IV. Let us look at the resulis of faith. In the text these results 
are all summed up in the one word saved. We find, by searching 
the Scriptures, that these results, thus summed up, are resolved 
into two classes, one of which takes place in the mind and pur- 
poses of God, and the other in the mind and destiny of the sinner. 

On the side of God is his justification of the sinner. ‘ God is 
the justifier of him who believeth in Jesus.” The sinner does not 
and can not justify himself. The whole created universe can not 
justify him. What is justification? It is the opposite of con- 
demnation. It is a judicial act, the act of God as a judge, freeing 
the sinner from the penalty of the law which he has incurred, and 
placing him in the position, in regard to the condemning sentence, 
of one who has never incurred the penalty. Forgiveness of sins 
is a part, and the most essential part, of a sinner’s justification. 
But who can forgive sins but God only? Whocan say to those 
who have violated God’s law, “ You shall henceforth be treated as 
if you had always been an obedient subject of God”? Plainly, 
none but God. The sinner can not forgive his ownsins. All men 
and all angels can not forgive them; but as soon as he believes in 
Christ, God forgives them, forgives them freely, forgives them 
fully, so that henceforth for this believer, the law has no terrors, 
no condemnation, and the universe no hell. 

On the side of God also is his acceptance of believing sinners, 
and his adoption of them into his family. ‘‘ He hath made us ac- 
cepted in the Beloved.” ‘As many as received Christ, to them 
gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that be- 














THE GREAT QUESTION ANSWERED. 155 


lieve in his name.” And this acceptance and adoption of us on 
the part of God instantly follows our believing in Christ, and so 
receiving Christ as our Saviour. From that moment, the believer 
enters on the enjoyment of all the hopes and all the privileges of 
‘the sons of God. He becomes an heir of God, and a joint heir 
with Christ. He is subject to God’s fatherly discipline and has a 
place in God’s paternal heart. Now, all this is purely the work 
of God’s grace. The sinner could not adopt himself into God’s 
family, and make himself the heir of its glorious privileges and 
blessings; but, as soon as he believes, God for Christ’s sake ac- 
cepts and adopts him. 

On the side of God is also his bestowment of his Spirit on the be- 
lieving sinner. ‘“ Because ye are sons, God has sent forth the 
Spirit of his Son into your hearts.” Before the sinner believes, 
the Spirit indeed strives with him to induce him to accept of sal- 
vation; but this is ‘“‘uncovenanted mercy ;” but he dwells with 
believers in covenant faithfulness to guide them, to purify them, 
to strengthen them, to comfort them, to do all that in them which 
needs to be done to secure their eternal life. Our answer then to 
those who say they would become Christians, if they did not fear 
they should not live a Christian life is, this: ‘ Believe in Christ, 
and God will at once give you his spirit, and your strength shall 
be the strength of the Lord God.” 

But let us look atthe results of this faith in the mind and destiny 
of the believer. In his heart, one of the first results of believing 1s 
peace or joy. “Being justified by faith, we have peace with God.” 
The jailer “rejoiced, believing.” Peace is a natural result of faith. 
The sinner, tossed with fears and forebodings, looks round for re- 
lief. He begins to pray—leaves off outward sin—tries to live a 
holy life; but, burdened by unpardoned guilt, he finds no peace. 
While in this condition the promises of God meet hiseye. He 
reads, “The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin;” or 
“This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.” This meets his 
case. He believes it true, and trusts his soul, with, all its vast and 
enduring interests, toChrist. What isthe natural result? It must 
be peace or joy. He needs not wait till he finds the fruits of faith 
in his heart and life; he has peace in the very act of believing. 
His first comfort must come simply from his faith, afterwards there 
will come the joy of experience. So the disciples, tossed on the 
sea of Galilee, might have been peaceful, through all the ragings 
of that night of tempest, had they only trusted in the Saviour who 
was with them; afterwards they would have had the joy of a felt 
deliverance, when they saw the winds and waves hushed into deep 
repose, at his bidding. So those whose diseases Christ cured in 
the days of his flesh, might have felt a peace and even a joy re- 
sulting from their confidence in him, before he spake the healing 
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word; afterwards there would have come the joy of recovered 
health. Behold that criminal, bound and handcuffed in his 
dungeon, waiting the hour of his execution. But a messenger 
comes bearing a pardon. If he trusts the messenger, he does not 
wait till his fetters are knocked off and he is led forth from his 
prison, before he rejoices. No! his first joy is the joy of faith, 
afterwards he has the joy of breathing the air of freedom. See 
that man hanging over yonder frightful precipice. He can not 
climb upward to the top; he can retain his hold but a little longer; 
if he falls, he will be dashed in pieces. But underneath him ap- 
pears a deliverer, calling: ‘“ Let go your hold, trust tome, I will 
save you.” If the poor man believes this, not doubting that his 
deliverer can do, and is willing to do, what is promised, will not 
his first emotion be one of relief, and his first act be to let go his 
hold? Suppose now, instead of this, he should reply: “If I only 
felt myself safe in your arms, I could trust you, and let go.” He 
would do just as many sinners do who refuse to let go their hold 
of the world, or of their flimsy ropes and boughs by which the 
hang over perdition, because they do not yet find themselves sale 
in the arms of Christ. There must be a moment when they simply 
trust Christ; afterwards they may feel his sustaining arms, and the 
warm throbbing of his heart of infinite love. 

Another result of faith is obedience. All acts of holy obedience 
spring from true faith. It brings the believer within the sphere of 
new motives. It fills his heart with ardent love. It secures for 
him the influences of the divine Spirit. So in proportion to his 
faith will be his faithfulness. He will be sanctified by faith, and 
by the Holy Ghost imparted to him in consequence of his faith. 
Here we have the test of faith’s genuineness — a test, however, 
not to be applied at the outset of the sinner’s endeavors after sal- 
vation—as some foolishly apply it before they dare to believe, as 
if the test were to be used before the thing to be tried were in 
existence—but to be applied afterwards to discover whether the 
faith that has been exercised is real. The tree is to be known by 
its fruits, but let us by all means have the tree first. The gold is 
to be tried in the fire; but let us get the gold before we try it. 
Believe first, believe now, and then see whether your faith results 
in obedience and sanctification. 

The final result of faith is eternal life. The great issues of faith 
are in eternity. The soul which is justified by grace and adopted 
into the family of God becomes the heir of countless blessings, 
which he shall enjoy countless millions of ages hence—ETERNAL 
LIFE. Who can tell its value? Who canshow us the everlasting 
difference between a soul lost and a soul saved? In conclusion, I 
remark, 

1. The terms of salvation are easy and simple. They could not 
be more so. What can be more simple and easy than trust in 
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Christ, whose power, and wisdom, and love, and truthfulness have 
been so signally manifested in what he has done for us? These 
terms are also exactly adapted to our necessities. A scheme of 
salvation that was not wholly of grace would not meet the exi- 
gencies of our condition. If merit was demanded, all must perish. 
But as the case now stands, we have only to accept the offers of a 
free salvation. We must trust in One who has shown himself in- 
finitely worthy of trust; and he will bestow on usall the blessings 
for time and eternity which aresummed up in the word Salvation. 

2. The time for the exercise of this faith is now. To the question, 
“ When should a sinner believe”? thisis our answer: “ Now—this 
moment, and ever after, so long as your soul exists.” The nature 
of the case shows the propriety and the necessity of instant faith. 
Is not Christ now able and willing to save you? Is he not as 
worthy of trust now as he ever will be? Does he say, ‘‘Come unto 
me and be saved, but wait a little while first. Believe in me, but 
not yet. Confide in me, but not till to-morrow”? Oh! no. The 
voice which rolls its warning accents over this world of sinners, 
says: “ To-day, if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 
Now is the accepted time, now is the day of salvation.” But you 
say: “I do not yet feel my guilt sufficiently. I must have deeper 
convictions before I come to Christ.” Is this so? Do you not 
know that youare a sinner? Are you not convinced that you need 
a Saviour, and that without a Saviour you are lost—forever lost ? 
What more do you want? But if you sincerely wish for deeper 
convictions, you will thank me for trying to help me to them. 
Hear me then for a moment. You not only have been a sinner, 
but are one now, and never were contracting more guilt than now, 
while refusing to believe in Jesus, and rejecting the proffered grace 
of your God. Your unbelief is your great sin, and you are com- 
mitting that sin this day, this hour, while you are listening to his 
messages of mercy, and while his Spirit is striving with you to lead 

ou to Christ. Shall I go on, trying to tear the vail from your 

eart, and to show you its dreadful depth and obstinacy of wick- 
edness, in rejecting Christ? Shall I tell you that, while refusing 
to believe you are every hour, every moment, treasuring up wrath 
against the day of wrath? O sinner! believe now. Wait for 
nothing. 

“ Let not conscience make you linger, 
Nor of fitness fondly dream: 


All the fitness he requireth, 
Is to feel your need of him.” 


The jailer believed the same hour he was directed to believe ; 
and if you do not believe, he will rise up in the judgment against 
you and condemn you, for he passed at once from the darkness of 

aganism into the light and liberty of the sons of God, while you, 
rought up in the full radiance of the Gospel, wait, and wait, and 
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wait, for something, you know not what, before you will believe 
in Jesus. 

* Finally, the results of faith are most urgent motives to its im- 
mediate exercise. Do you wish to be freed from condemnation, 
and stand justified before God? Then believe. Do you wish to 
be adopted into the family of God, and so become an heir of God 
and a joint heir with Christ? Then believe. Do you wish for 
peace with God? Then believe. Do you wish for God’s spirit, 
as a comforter, a guide, a strengthener, a sanctifier? Then be- 
lieve. Do you wish for life, eternal life, with its unspeakable and 
ever-expanding joys? Then believe. Believe now, and take now 
the first fruits of those endless blessings—the beginning of that sal- 
vation which will be consummated in the presence of God with 
exceeding joy. 








SERMON XIV.—An Expository Lecture.* 


oo 


BY REV. JOHN FOSTER. 


ANGELIC AGENCY CONSIDERED. 








I WIsH to make a few observations on the narration in the 12th 
chapter of the Acts of the Apostles. Read Acts 12 : 1-11, relating 
the imprisonment and deliverance of Peter. 

The Church is sometimes called the Kingdom of Heaven, the 
Kingdom of God on Earth; it is called so by Him who knows 
whether it may be justly so called, whether there is any thing in 
common between earth and heaven, whether there is any thing 
good or heavenly in this world of sin and misery. It may very 
properly be called the kingdom of heaven: nothing of heaven is 
brought or kept here except by the force of heaven. There isa 
tendency in this earth to repel every thing that is good, an explod- 
ing quality that would drive off to millions of leagues all goodness, 
and all good men. In some places it has actually driven off the 
kingdom of heaven; there are some places where Christianity 
once flourished, but where it flourishes no longer. God has suffered 
the tenacity of his kingdom in some places to slacken, that the 
power and tendency of the world’s depravity might have scope for 
exhibition. 






* This discourse or lecture was taken down at the time of its delivery from the 
lips of the speaker, by a person present, and written out many years ago in manu- 
script, the original of which has been handed to us, which, from the interest of the 
subject. we publish. It is not found in the early editions of Foster’s works. It may 
have been published since.—Epb, Nat, Preacuer, 
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The kingdom of Christ here is therefore unlike that which pre- 
vails in heaven, inasmuch as it is subject to persecution. Some 
men indeed may have been so sublimely depraved as to wish to 
carry persecution into heaven itself. Their hatred may have flamed 
away in wish far beyond the limits of the earth, far beyond the 
fires of a volcano, or the smoke of a voleano, or the rocks which are 
hurled from its crater. But they have never wished to die in order 
to persecute, to attack the Sovereign on his very throne; horribly 
evil as their wishes may have been, they have not dared to meet him 
on his own ground, to pursue the saints into his presence. The an- 
gels who-once dared to resist him are not inclined again to meet the 
divine artillery, and defy the Omnipotent. Heaven still retains its 
perfect and eternal tranquillity ; the opposition of men can not ex- 
cite fear in those regions—it scarcely can excite indignation. It is 
not so, however, in the kingdom of God on earth. He will not let 
his saints live peaceably here, he would detach their affections from 
things below:: he is determined we shall not love this present 
world; he has therefore made it an uneasy residence. e has 
excited even their sympathies against it. How can they love a 
world that is stained with the blood of their brethren! that is full 
of their sufferings monumentally recorded! The time has been 
when his people were witnesses of the persecutions of which we 
behold only the monuments; they have had to say, this day, this 
morning, a servant of God will bear his last testimony for his 
Master, we shall lose our friend, our father, our minister. The 
world has been unwilling to let the saints of God dwell on it; it 
has denied them air, and light, and space to exist in. Its history 
is emphatically the history of persecution: the history of martyr- 
dom; one part of the agents have been persecutors, and the other 
have been persecuted. The spirit of enmity still rages; the world 
is still indignant that the servants of Christ should execute his 
commission, that they should presume to carry this religion among 
the heathens, and attack the temples of idolatry. Not only in that 
land itself where Satan’s seat is, but even here, where the king- 
dom of Christ is in some measure established, there are many who 
would not endure that a word should be spoken, though that word 
were sure to reclaim a soul from the darkness of paganism or the 
corruptions of perverted Christianity. 

Tis a fatal thing, however, to persecute the Church of Jesus 
Christ ; the history of the world abounds with recitals of his venge- 
ance. Many proud monarchs have demolished their own thrones 
in attempting to subvert his kingdom. There is something very 
corrosive and deadly in one drop of Christian blood spilt upon a 
throne; it will inevitably sap it to the foundation ; it is a lure that 
never fails to attract destruction. How many tales are recorded of 
the dreadful deaths which princes and ministers, and even obscure 
individuals, have suffered, whose enmity has been signalized 
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against the kingdom of God! Many are the states that have fallen 
with a mighty crash beneath the stroke of his vengeance, and 
those which still subsist and oppose the authority of the Supreme 
Governor will also be crushed into a heap of monumental ruins, 

If a saint is smitten on earth, a sensation, I might almost say a 
commotion, is feltin heaven. When Saul was going to Damascus, 
only intending to persecute the saints, he was struck to the ground, 
and interrogated by Christ himself: “Saul, Saul, why persecutest 
thou me?” ‘Thus Jesus identifies himself with his people: in 
literal conformity to those impressive figures which he adopted 
while on earth, he is still the head, and they are the members; he 
is the vine and they are the branches. An insult against them he 
feels as an insult against himself. What they can not avenge, what 
they will not avenge, for he has forbid them, saying ‘ Vengeance 
is mine,” he will. Among all the hosts of his angels, there is not 
one perhaps that would not promptly come down to act out the 
vengeance of his great Lord, who would not gladly take the quar- 
rel on his own hands, when an insult is committed on the saints. 
Next to serving Christ himself, they love to serve his people. 
They will follow the individual who is committed to their charge 
with patience; slow as he is, they would gladly invite and encour- 
age him to proceed faster; they will not wander from him, fal- 
tering as his steps are. They become friendly by habit and atten- 
tions, and anticipate in him a companion for eternity in better 
regions. There are two accounts of the descent of angels in 
this very chapter—the one to deliver Peter, the other to destroy 
Herod. The same angel was probably commissioned on both ser- 
vices; the same angel would be equally ready to execute a duty 
of mercy and a duty of vengeance; he would have so distinct an 
idea of the reasons and consequences of both, of the entire con- 
sistency of both with the honor of his Master, and the universal 
good, that he would perform the office of punishment with the 
most lively feelings of complacency and general benevolence. 
Some of the enemies of God may be overcome in the ordinary 
methods of his operation, others are hardened against all concilia- 
tion; it requires a miracle of divine power to change their hearts, 
and some of them must be consigned to extinction and extermin- 
ation. ‘ 

“Now about that time,” says the historian, ‘“ Herod the king 
stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the church. 

“ And he killed James the brother of John with the sword. 

“ And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further 
to take Peter also.” 

The Jews were worthy to have a king like Herod; their love 
of persecution must have been intense, if it could induce them to 
applaud his cruelty, in spite of the conviction that tyranny gains 
strength by exercise, ant that to encourge cruelty in a monarch 
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against others, was finally to invoke it on themselves. It was 
remarkable indeed that God’s chosen and separated people should 
bethe leaders of persecution against his own servants; it was a proof 
of their extreme and utter degradation, that they must set on théir 
king to destroy the messengers of their God, that they must show 
him the way, as if he could not take the scent of blood himself, 
that they must be his jackals, that they must hunt out victims 
for his cruelty. Perhaps this was their way of taking vengeance 
on Jesus Christ for having presumed to rise from the dead, for 
having 1g a their seal on his sepulchre ‘and their soldiers to 
guard it: he had ascended beyond their reach; they would take 
their revenge on his disciples. They were delighted to have a 
monster, a devil, the fiercest spirit Satan could send them, on their 
throne, the throne of David, so that he would indulge them with 
the blood of the saints, so that they could but see the Church of 
Christ afflicted and James put to the sword. 

A certain degree of success in wickedness, usually makes men 
daring and confident. This prince, after killing James, had no 
fear or hesitation in laying his hands on Peteralso. He consigned 
him as a victim animal to his cage, perfectly sure he could bring 
him forth to death whenever it suited his leisure and the piety of 
the Jews. He felt no terror from the reflection that he had slain 
a servant of Jesus; he had no suspicion that the spirit of James 
had ascended to the throne of God to bear witness against him. 
He fell into the common mistake of men concerning the delay of 
divine vengeance. They think him altogether like themselves; if 
he does not strike in anger, as soon as he is offended, they think 
he will not strike at all; if his thunderbolts sleep, they think he 
has forgotten the affront; and they try to forget it themselves ; 
they give it up to a dark corner, or a lumber-room of their memo- 
ries, asa thing to which they would never advert, though they 
must retain it. ‘‘ He proceeded further to take Peter also.” Peter 
was easily taken; it was not for him to abscond, and abandon the 
cause which he knew to be divine, and which he had always been 
told would be dangerous; he remembered what he had once said, 
“Though all men forsake thee, yet will not I;” it was not for him 
to flee, who had once denied his Lord in the moment of peril; 
ever after that fault he seems to have been undauntedly courage- 
ous: he was naturally bold, and after this one flagrant instance of 
cowardice we find him more resolute than ever to brave opposition 
and present his breast to the dagger. It was not for him to retire 
and escape, especially after the cause was become dangerous, after 
the conflict was begun, after the vanguard was destroyed. We 
have often read of valiant troops, who, when the first rank of their 
army had fallen, would march over the corpses of their comrades, 
and step into the same peril in the same place. Peter was easily 
taken, there was but one place to find him, he would not be met 
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with but in the very spot where James had fallen. He was not 
afraid; like Shadrach and his brethren, like Daniel, he trusted in 
God, who was able to deliver him, or who could take him at once to 
his glory. He was not surprised; the place in which he stood, 
the cause in which he was engaged, every thing would remindhjm 
of his danger. But he was easily taken. “ And when Herod had 
apprehended him, he put him in prison.” We can imagine the 
darkness and gloom of his dungeon, which, it is probable, was at 
any rate not more agreeable than those of our own times; we can 
fancy the damp and mossy walls, on which the sun had never 
shone, the dark thick bars, blocking up the access of the little 
light which might enter the small aperture of the window, and 
admitting adim ray of despair, just serving to show the captive 
there was light and liberty in the world, but not for him. Chains 
also were added; “he was bound with two chains.” Nor could 
there be wanting in such a place various sounds and notes of ter- 
ror; there must be many symptoms and noises of fatal import, 
declaring that something was in preparation, something that should 
not be was acting, in the dungeon of a tyrant, where cruelty loved 
to riot. Yet there is none of us doubts that Peter would say even 
here, when left in this dwelling of horror to his own thoughts: 
‘Well, I had rather be here, after all, than in Herod’s palace or 
Ceesar’s, at the expense of disowning my Lord.” If it had been 
conceivable that such an option could be given him, could he have 
_had the offer of reigning over the whole Roman empire, only for 
sacrificing his religion, Peter would not have been at a loss in 
forming his decision. He would congratulate himself on his prefer- 
ence of the dungeon, surrounded as he was with these various forms 
of tragedy and omen, remembering his Master’s words: “ Whatshall 
it profit a man if he gain the whole world and lose his own soul?” 
Can we avoid reflecting here that it must be a very sublime 
cause, that could enable a man thus degraded and enchained, to 
feel himself so much higher a character than other men as to look 
down with contempt on the throne of the world? Can any one 
impute delusion to him? Delusion is very apt to vanish before 
aoa and quaternions of soldiers ; there is something very much 
ike a gorgon in the nature of a dungeon and the prospect of a 
block, to affright delusion into despair or petrify it into stupidity. 
“He was delivered to four quaternions of soldiers.” Now it 
would seem obvious that here were either too many or too few. 
If they were only required to keep one man in custody, they were 
too many; he was secure enough, one would think, under massy 
walls, three gates and two chains, without having sixteen soldiers 
to keep him. But perhaps these sixteen soldiers were to fight all 
that could be sent to his rescue. Then they were far too few; only 
one soldier of God came to deliver him, and succeeded ; only one 
agent of power and mercy was able to extricate him. All the 
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armies of any tyrant against God are too few; there was that 
Sennacherib who blasphemed and defied the God of Israel, and 
who was quite satisfied in the protection of his two hundred 
thousand men; but they were too few; a hundred and eighty-five 
thousand of them, you remember, were destroyed in one night by 
one angel. 

“Peter,” however, “was kept in prison, and prayer was made 
without ceasing of the Church to God for him.” Peter doubtless 
prayed himself—it is happy that pious men can appeal from the 
power of earth to the power of heaven. And they have felt a pe- 
culiarly noble and elevated sensation in the consciousness of bein 
the one particular cause of bringing the power of God and the 
power of his enemies into contact and collision, and being the 
single person for whose sake these powers should come to action ; 
such a sentiment must produce the greatest possible elation that a 
Christian, that a creature can feel. 

The Church was employed without ceasing in prayer for Peter. 
Good men should always remember each other in prayer; and 
they will do so, especially when exposed tothe same peril. ‘There 
always has indeed been the most friendship and sympathy among 
them in times of persecution. The Church prayed for Peter daily 
and hourly—at this very hour. This very night they might know 
was destined to be his last; but one sun more was to rise upon him. 
Herod no doubt indulged his exultation ; the hatred which he felt 
against the King of the Jews he cherished against his subjects: 
as long as a servant and a follower of the Son of David remained 
upon earth, he felt as if there was a relic, a remnant of claim to 
the Jewish scepter, interfering with his own. The people, too, 
were anticipating the intended execution; ever since the cruci- 
fixion of Jesus—ever since the imprecation of his blood on their 
heads and on their children’s—they seem to have been given up 
to an infernal spirit, rejoicing in executions, finding a pure, simple, 
genuine pleasure and luxury in the sufferings and death of a 
Christian. 

Peter was probably aware of what was determined on for the 
morrow. Yet he was tranquil. ‘ He was sleeping between two 
soldiers.” There are not many who would have slept in such a 
situation. The two soldiers had perhaps been set to the same duty 
on former occasions, but they had never before seen their prisoner 
sleep ; other prisoners had implored and bribed them to connive 
at their escape, or had struggled with them in despair for their 
liberty. But a Christian may sleep any where—a Christian who is 
indifferent whether he sleep or die. He will say: “I know m 
life is forfeited by nature and by sin; the sentence is gone forth 
against it; I am only reprieved, and hold it only at the discretion 
of God. I never thought life of so much value as to risk my soul 
for it. When my Master wants my exertions here no longer, it is 
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for him to call me to himself. It is not for me to fix the time 
It is quite consistent that Herod should be the instrument—that I 
should fall by the same sword that slew my friend. I have now 
nothing to fear; I have nothing to do; when I was free I could 
labor ; but now I can sleep.” 

Peter is now in chains between two soldiers. Can hein an 
hour be set free? The Christians could not fight; they had no 
armies. They would not; swords were not arguments. Peter 
had been told so himself—he had been commanded to “ put up his 
sword.” If a mob had assembled to burst open the Bastille and 
rescue him, he would have most gladly made his best speech 
through the grates of his prison, imploring them to disperse, and 
not to impeach and weaken the genuine, rational evidence on 
behalf of Christianity, by employing force in its support. 

How can he escape? The soldiers are faithful. He had no 
interest at court to procure mercy for him. How unfortunate for 
him—some of the less hardened Jews might have said—to have no 
powerful friend. Unhappy Peter! the Jews might havesaid. Un- 
happy Peter !—one of the sixteen soldiers might have reflected—to 
have no friend; there is no hope for thee. Peter was not unhappy. 
At this very moment he was an object, not of compassion, but of 
envy. “And behold the angel of the Lord came upon him, and 
a light shined in the prison.” He came, and he came to do some- 
thing. How different a place was this prison to Peter and the 
angel! He cares not for the thick walls which he can pierce, and 
the grim darkness which he can illuminate. He is at no loss to find 
his object, though he be confined in the darkest dungeon of the 
prison; he can find the darkest corner where a Christian is hid. 
It is needless to tell him of the city or the continent; tell him 
only of the planet in which the captive is to be rescued, and he 
will feel an unknown and indescribable sympathy directing him 
infallibly to the spot. This angel perhaps might have been com- 
missioned to attend on James, not to deliver, yet to console and 
support him. He might be no stranger to these gloomy walls. 
His coming was silent and still: there was no noise; there 
was no mode of entrance—yet he was there. He came 
with too great a power to make a noise among the lumber of 
matter; it was a firm, compressed, and abstract energy of power, 
a very quintessence of soul that alone could penetrate so quietly. 
So Jesus himself came: though he was arrayed in a body, he 
entered the room unperceived where the disciples were sitting 
with the doors locked. The angel penetrated with ease; he dis- 
placed nothing. He had but one commission to execute: he came 
not to overturn and demolish, or change the order of nature. 
“He smote Peter on the side.” No man was ever so awaked. 
“He smote Peter.” It was not a violent stroke; it was not 
such a stroke as that which he shortly after inflicted on Herod; 
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it was not so that he smote the thousands of Sennacherib, or the 
inhabitants of Sodom. It was a gentle violence. It might serve 
fora symbolic emblem of a Christian’s death; it will be a soft 
blow that awakes him. He will be tranquil, a light will shine 
around him, he will be delivered from the chains of sin, from the | 
prison of flesh, from the society of the guilty, from a persecuting: 
world. 

Peter awoke—he- would gaze on the face that shone upon him;: 
he would feel like the martyrs who have ascended from the stake 
to the skies, and passed from beholding faces marked with cruelty, 
to gaze on the benign countenances of the angels and messengers: 
of God. Gn 

“He raised him up.” What a strange alteration was this: the 
prisoner, chained between two soldiers, is now held by the hand 
of an angel. We might now say: Touch him who dare; the: 
soldier of God has ventured into a place sacred to cruelty, the 
devil, and Herod; he has taken charge of the captive he had to 
rescue, and now, touch him who dare! Where is all the courage 
that all the soldiers of Herod ever manifested, in stormin 
entrenchments and charging the enemy? Come forth now, an 
touch your prisoner, thus attended by one single unarmed soldier 
of heaven! Durst you, imperious Herod ? Durst you, soldiers, . 
appointed here to watch the victim? Ah! no. The power is no 
ordinary power; it has made no noise; it reveals itself only by: 
the effect. ti 

“The chains fell off from his hands.” Lightning might have 
taken them off: but it would have been with an immense explo- 
sion, and probably with death to the prisoner. It would have 
melted the whole chain; but the angel used no superfluous and 
ostentatious force. He only dissolved a few links, and the chains 
fell off without violence. The angelic spirits appear to be 
invested with greater powers than any we can imagine; they can 
produce the effect of the greatest energy of nature, without the 
manner of the greatest energy of nature. 

This angel, like the other angels of God, like the angel that 
hurried Lot, appears in a kind of solemn haste: “ Arise up 
quickly,” he says; “gird thyself.” These spirits, when their 
purpose is effected, do not stand in wonderment at their own 
exploits. They take no breathing-time; they want no leisure to 
rest from the toil, and contemplate the conquest. It isa very 
ordinary thing to them; it excites no ——— surprise or elation 
in their minds; they do not think of repose. So should it be 
with the servants of God on earth. They should not stand still,. 
wondering at their own doings, or think they deserve a year’s 
holiday after the labor of one exploit. They also should be in 
solemn haste; their time is all too short; notan hour should pass: 
after their greatest effort without preparing for some new service. 
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Peter obeyed, but he was amazed. What then must be the 
amazement of the Christian, when the angel of final deliverance 
shall come, when the change unspeakable passes upon him, when 
he removes from men to God, from the servants to the Master, 
from the talk of mortality to the conversation of heaven. How 
little men know of their best companions and friends; of those 
sublime beings, whoever they are, who are deputed to accompany 
them through life! ‘ Whoever they are,” it is strange to Np 
so-of our most sincere and intimate friends. It will be one of the 
pleasures to know them, to know our guardians and deliverers, to 
see those who have sustained us in trouble and temptation, and 
conducted us to final triumph. It would be a pain to the con- 
scious delivered not to know and thank their deliverers. It would 
be df no use to see and know them now: the sight of them would 
fill us with unspeakable terror. In that other state they will make 
themselves known to us; we shall be able to endure their splen- 
dor, and converse with them face to face. “And he went out, 
and followed the angel.” This was a far different going from 
what Herod had intended, from what Peter himself had expected, 
or his friends, who were praying for him, as they thought, in vain. 
They went out through three gates, and the last gate, the iron gate, 
opened of itself. How many wonders in a few minutes, and the 
last the greatest! Thus was he set free; there was no detainer 

inst him. He had no debts to pay; no fees were demanded of 
him. What a deliverance was this, to be thus set free once more 
in the plain of liberty! What an astonishing impulse and 
momentum must it give him, to have been thus retained by one 
force, and torn away suddenly by another force! 

The angel went a little way with him, conducted him through 
one street till his amazement had somewhat subsided, and then 
departed from him. He had other work to do; he did not wait 
to. receive homage or offer felicitations. He left him for this time. 
Peter had to take a longer journey some other night with his deliv- 
erer; he had the whole length to go from earth to heaven, to 
travelithe long track—if it be a long track; we know not what 
it is, nor how, nor where. 

What adoring gratitude must Peter feel at this wonderful dis- 
play of divine care and kindness—what veneration must he feel 
for a cause whose servants were to be defended by such interposi- 
tions! A cause of which angels not only condescend to be the 
servants, but to be the servants of its servants, satisfied with pro- 
moting'its success, yet taking no credit for it to themselves! “A 
cause like this,” he would say, “deserves all my devotion.” We 
‘are told of Herod’s miserable and terrible end—the same power 
which liad rescued the servant of this divine cause was employed 
to destroy its adversary. ; 


‘Can. we close without saying: Is that religion here still for 
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which all this was done, which occasioned all this exhibition of 
mercy and terror? Can we help exclaiming: This also shall be 
my cause? Can we suffersuch a cause to bein the world without 
devoting ourselves instantly and earnestly to its service, and feel- 
ing an exalted triumph that such a cause exists in our own time, 
and condescends to accept of such servants as we? If there be 
such a God, (surely we must say,) if there be a Master. who can 
thus protect and deliver his servants when exposed to the most 
sivfal peril, let me be his servant. I know not what difficulties I 
may have to encounter, nor in what situation I may need such a 
friend. But I do know of death; I know I must be committed 
‘to the hand either of an angel or a devil at the last time. This 
shall be my cause. Let me also be surrounded and protected by 
— powers, and the fires of divine influence. Thus engaged 
and supported, for very shame I shall bestir myself; not one 
hour shall see me idle, or thoughtless, or dissipated, or profligate. 
I shall be ashamed of every moment.in which I am not employed 
as the angels of heaven are employed, and by the same God. 
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